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examined and assorted previously to their being de 

posited in the library of the Massachusetts Historical 

Society. 
Mr. Livermore stated that he had partially inspected 

the papers, and found some of them to be of great value. 

Voted, That Messrs. Livermore, Deane, and Bowen 

be a Committee to arrange and pr?pare the manuscripts, 

according to the views of the donor, for the library. 
On motion of Dr. Robbins,?Voted, That the thanks, 

of the Society be presented to Mrs. I. P. Davis, and 

also to the Hon. William Sturgis, for the valuable 

and interesting collection of manuscripts 
? 

formerly 
the property of the Hon. Judge Davis ? 

recently given 

by them to the Massachusetts Historical Society, in 

furtherance of the generous purpose of the late Isaac 

P. Davis, Esq. ; and that the President be requested to 

communicate a copy of the above resolution to Mrs. 

Davis and to Mr. Sturgis. 
The President read several interesting old papers 

from his private collection. 

JULY MEETING. 

The Society held their stated monthly meeting ?n 

Thursday, July 10, at noon, at their rooms in Tremont 

Street, Boston ; the President, Hon. Robert C. Win 

throp, in the chair. 

The Librarian announced donations from the City of 

Boston ; the Essex Institute ; the Mercantile-Library 

Association, New York ; J. O. Halliwell, Esq., F.R.S. ; 
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Daniel Goodwin and Chas. J. Hoadly, Esqs., Hartford ; 

Hon. Theron Metcalf; Dr. O'Callaghan, of Albany;* 
and from Messrs. Barry and Deane, of this Society. 

A letter from Dr. O'Callaghan was read, acknow 

ledging the receipt of the Collections; also from 

the American Antiquarian Society, acknowledging the 

receipt of volume third, of the Fourth Series. 

The President announced that he had forwarded 

copies of Bradford's History to the Bishops of Oxford 

and London, and to Rev. Joseph Hunter ; and read an 

interesting letter from Mr. .Hunter, dated London, June 

24, 1856, in relation to this volume. 

The President read a letter from Samuel Eliot, Esq., 
dated June 24, 1856, resigning his place as a Resident 

Member; he being about to remove from the Common 

wealth. 

Dr. Jenks, in connection with a 
Thanksgiving ser 

mon preached on the taking of Quebec, stated that it 

appeared that Montcalm was in Scotland in the Rebel 

lion in 1745. He also communicated a letter from 

Colonel Read to the Town Council of Plymouth, in 

behalf of General Washington, asking for a supply of 

powder for vessels to be sent in pursuit of the enemy ; 

also Stephen Moylan's letter to William Watson, Esq., 

of Plymouth, dated Cambridge, Dec. 13, 1775, express 

ing his Excellency's thanks for the attention which had 

been paid to his request. 

Mr. R. Frothingham, jun., read a copy of a letter 

taken from an old letter-book at the State House, con 

taining the doings of the Assembly, July 3, 1776, in 

relation to the letter of instructions to the delegates. 
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Dr. Webb, from the Third Section, read an interest 

ing letter from William Ellery, one of the signers of the 

Declaration of Independence, written to Mr. Henry 

Marchant, a merchant in Newport, June 20, 1775, con 

taining details of the early reports of Bunker-Hill 

battle, accompanied with a copy of a letter from Gene 

ral Greene to Lieutenant-Governor Cook, of Rhode 

Island. 

Judge Shaw, from the same section, narrated an 

interesting interview he had many years ago (when 

visiting, with a friend, the battle-ground of Bunker Hill) 
with a man who was one of the working-party sent to 

the hill on the night of the 16th June to work upon the 

fortifications ; by which it appeared, that, although 
the working party was at entire liberty to leave 

when the troops came and took possession, this party 

voted to a man to stay and fight out the battle. 

Dr. Robbins, from the Standing Committee, gave an 

account of the arrangement of books, the hanging of 

the pictures, &c, in the room in the third story of the 

Society's building. 

Voted, That the Publishing Committee be requested 
to prepare and publish sketches of those persons whose 

portraits are in the Society's rooms, completing the brief 

biographical notices prepared and published in a former 

volume of the Society's Collections. 
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